Mafia

Caruana denied bail while
awaiting extradition to Italy
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Convicted in two countries of
trafficking massive quantities
of drugs, international mob
boss Alfonso Caruana was de-
nied bail yesterday while he
awaits extradition to Italy to
serve a 21-year sentence.

Mr. Justice Ian Nordheimer
said that as a high-level mem-
ber of a worldwide criminal or-
ganization, Caruana, 57, has in-
ternational contacts and mil-
lions of dollars at his disposal to
flee justice.

“It’s a high risk
that he will flee
Canada and avoid -
the niceties of
legal arguments
at an extradition
hearing,” Nord-
heimer said. “He
has the means
and the motive to
flee.”

At its height,
Caruana’s drug

obtaining forged travel docu-
ments.

“His whole adult life has
been devoted to trafficking gi-
gantic amounts of drugs,” Reitz
said.

Caruana was found guilty in
absentia by an Italian court of
being part of a Mafioso crime
association and importing huge
amounts of heroin into Italy. He
was sentenced to 21 years and
10 months in prison.

Guilty plea

In Canada, Caruana pleaded
guilty in February
2000 of conspiracy
to import and traf-
fick cocaine and
was sentenced to
18 years. When he
came up for pa-
role five months
ago, Italian au-
thorities request-
ed his extradition.

Caruana’s law-
yers, Joseph Neu-
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and distributed Drug trafficker Rose, argued that
1,500 kilos of co- $100,000 bail
caine into Canada over a two- against the family’s $450,000
_ year period. Authorities also home in Woodbridge and strict
tied banking transactions to- reporting conditions would be
talling $30 million Cdnand $4.7  enough to keep him around for
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tion. “He will not be released to

“All those funds must exist
somewhere. It's reasonable to
assume he has access to some
of it or all of it,” Nordheimer
said.

Forged papers

Faced with immediate im-
prisonment if he is extradited
to Italy, Nordheimer said it’s
“simple logic” that Caruana
would use his vast resources
to stay out of jail.

Nordheimer noted Caruana
has been a resident of Switzer-
land and the UK. and has im-
mediate family in Venezuela.

Federal Crown Brad Reitz
said Caruana, in a 1998 wire-
tap, was heard inquiring abont

his family, but the careful and
strong arms of the ministry of
correctional services,” Neu-
berger said.

But the judge doubted even
checking in with a parole offi-
cer every two hours would be
enough to keep Caruana, be-
lieved to be the boss of one of
the world's most powerful
Mafia families, off an interna-
tional flight.

“He could be halfway around
the world before corrections of-
ficers knew he was gone,”
Nordheimer said.

Caruana’s extradition hear-
ing will take place Dec. 11-12.
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